
Overview of Distance
software



What is Distance?

Windows software for
design and analysis of
distance sampling
surveys

Free to download from
distancesampling.org

Analysis methods are
also available as a set of
R packages.



Introduction

Distance Manuals

Distance help

Users Guide – pdf version



Introduction

distance-sampling email list

To join, send a message to
distance-sampling+subscribe@googlegroups.com
with a blank subject and message

You will receive a confirmation from Google
(checkyou spam filter)

Because the list is maintained by Google,
them essagesdatingbackto1998,aresearchable

Distance home page

distancesampling.org

Support



Distance Projects

MyProject.dst

Designs

Surveys

Analyses

Data Filters

Model Definitions

Project File

MyProject.dat

Data Folder

DistData.mdb

.shp .shx .dbf .prj

Data File

Shapefiles



Distance Projects

To create a New Project:

New Project Setup Wizard (File | New Project)

To open a Project:

File | Open Project

To check Project Settings:

Project Properties (File | Project properties)



Distance Projects

To export a project to zip archive:

File | Export Project

Save as type “zip archive files *.zip”

To unpack a project from zip archive, and open:

File | Open

Files of type “zip archive files *.zip”

Project File + Project Folder Zip archive file



Survey data in Distance

Global layer

Stratum layer

Sample layer

Observation layer

Data Layers



Global Stratum Sample Observation

Survey data in Distance

Data Layers



Survey data in Distance

Data Fields

Field name

Field type (Integer, Decimal,
Text, ID, Label)

Units



Survey data in Distance

Data Entry Wizard

Data Explorer

Data Import Wizard

Getting data into Distance:



Analysis in Distance



Survey Design in Distance



Distance Sampling simulation

The simulation engine permits assessment of
estimator or survey design performance by
generating populations, sampling from them and
estimating density or abundance using the
sampled data


